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had entered Parliament in the reign of William IV
and held minor office in the same Government as
the Duke of Wellington; Peel's favourite disciple
and Palmerston's most trying colleague, he had re-
made the political ideas of the Liberal Party in his
own image, at once generous and austere. His
reforming ardour (he was not called 'the People's
William * for nothing) and his meticulous pursuit of
economy presided over six exacting years of a bene-
ficent administration; and when it finally succumbed
to the unpopularity that waits for all reformers, he
had withdrawn composedly at sixty-five for " an
interval between parliament and the grave/* But
Disraeli and the Turks were too much for him;
and his busy pen was soon predicting that " their
Zaptiehs and their Mudirs, their Bimbashis and their
Yuzbachis, their Kaimakams and their Pashas, one
and all, bag and baggage, shall, I hope, clear out
from die province they have desolated and pro-
faned." Lord Beaconsfield responded savagely at a
great London demonstration (Lady Randolph was
there in an arm-chair next to the Duchess of Wel-
lington) with his cruel riposte on the subject of ** a
sophisticated rhetorician, inebriated with the cxube**
ance of his own verbosity/* But his invective,
which had dragged down Peel, was powerless against
Gladstone, For he had a moral issue and a large
middle-class electorate; and in 1880 he emerged
victorious from the last tournament to the profound
discomfiture of the Queen, Lord Beaconsfield, and
the Conservatives,
This champion at the head of a& obedient majority